  The Lord’s Day

          11:00 AM

Welcome and Announcements

Introit

The Call to Worship

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.” (Psalm 95:1-5)
The Hymn of Praise No. 218
    “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

The Confession of Sin

The Lord’s Prayer
Silent Prayer
Assurance of Pardon

“Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin.” (Psalm 85:1-2)
New Testament Reading

   Matthew 4:12-17
The Confession of Faith: Westminster Confession 29.1
Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he was betrayed, instituted the sacrament of his body and blood, called the Lord’s Supper, to be observed in his church, unto the end of the world, for the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of himself in his death; the sealing all benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment and growth in him, their further engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto him; and, to be a bond and pledge of their communion with him, and with each other, as members of his mystical body.
The Gloria Patri: Trinity Hymnal #734

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

The Prayer for Church and World

Collection of Tithes and Offerings

The Hymn of Preparation No. 229
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”
The Preached Word of God

   Isaiah 9:1-7   “For Unto Us a Child is Born”
Communion
The Hymn of Response No. 208
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
The Benediction

The Congregational Affirmation

    Doxology, No. 733

    Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

    Praise him, all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia!

    Praise him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and

    Holy Ghost: alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


“The Lord does not play at promising.”
C. H. Spurgeon
__________________________________________________
Hymn  Notes: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (C. Christiansen)

James Montgomery (1771-1854) was just six years old when heard of the death of both his parents who had been in Barbados on a missionary trip. He spent the remainder of his childhood being raised within the school system in Ireland, where he did not excel academically. As a teenager, James was placed in an apprenticeship position to a baker. He grew frustrated with that position and so ran away to Sheffield, England. There he took on various jobs to support himself, while trying to find his niche. 

In his early 20s, James was hired to work for a politically active newspaper, the Sheffield Register. James found that he loved to write, and that he was good at it. When the owner of the paper had to flee the country in order to avoid imprisonment, James purchased the newspaper, after which he himself was imprisoned twice for political articles that did not sit well with the governing authorities.

Throughout all his ups and downs, James remained a devout Christian. He remembered well the lessons taught to him by his missionary parents. He chose to follow in their footsteps and to champion the cause of Christ. His newspaper was his pulpit to speak out against social and moral injustice. In that same paper he published his original hymns of praise. Angels From the Realms of Glory appeared in print on Christmas Eve, 1816. 
Sermon Notes
I. Context of the Prophet Isaiah: Doom, Gloom, and Darkness
· Isaiah 9:1-2  Darkness is Not the Final Word
II. Message of Light
· Isaiah 9:3-5 Fruits of God’s Light to His People
III. The Light of Christ
· Isaiah 9:6-7 “For Unto Us a Child is Born”
Welcome to Ballantyne!

First Time to Ballantyne?

We extend a warm welcome to all who have gathered to worship our great Savior this morning. If this is your first time with us, please fill out the attendance pad and let us know how we can serve you. 
Communion

When communion is observed, please note that the outer ring of the plate contains grape juice and the inner rings contain wine. These elements commemorate the blood of Christ.

Missionary of the Month

Scott and Victoria Andes
Feodora Pushinoi 49, Kv 243
Kiev, 01379
UKRAINE
Children: Nathan, Amy, Diana
Christmas Eve Service
We will be continuing our celebration of the Christmas season with a Christmas Eve service at 6:00 PM on December 24th.
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Ballantyne Presbyterian Church’s mission

is to declare God’s glory to Ballantyne,

South Charlotte, and beyond.

   The Lord’s Day

                                 
    December 20, 2009

                                     11:00 AM

                                 To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

                                 to all who mourn and long for comfort;

                                 to all who struggle and desire victory;

                                 to all who sin and need a Savior;

                                 to all who are strangers and want fellowship;

                                 to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

                                 and to whoever will come – 

                                 This church opens wide her doors

                                 and offers her welcome in the name of the Lord

                     
    Jesus.

EVENING SERVICE


6:00 PM





 1 Peter 5:1-7 - “Two Words from Peter”
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